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C Land is not your typical developer keen
to maximise site coverage and number of
units. Like their offices in Toorak Road,

South Yarra, the emphasis at SC Land is on
quality and getting things exactly right. “We’re
focused on boutique apartment developments and
we’re interested in working with Melbourne’s finest
architects,” says Lance Chu, who operates SC Land
with his partner, Chenghan Tan.

Since establishing their business in 2000, Chu and
Tan have received numerous awards for both their
Cygne apartments, on Perth’s Swan River, and Hue
apartments in Richmond, Melbourne, designed by
Jackson Clements Burrows Architects (JCB).

Chu trained as an architect at Harvard, and drew
on this and his experience as a developer when
briefing BURO Architecture + Interiors for the SC
Land office. The brief was for an office with a sense of
luxury and a residential aesthetic, not dissimilar to
the boutique apartments SC Land are recognised for.
“Chenghan and I weren’t thinking of gold taps. It was
more to do with the luxury of the space and the quality
of the light,” says Chu. The number of SC Land staff is
only six but it can be hectic at times, and so the brief to
BURO was also to create a calm and serene ambience.
“It’s important that our work spaces are as comfort-
able as our homes.”

“Lance and Chenghan were extremely conscious
of their offices reflecting what they produce in the
marketplace. They didn’t want just another office, but
something more bespoke,” says Glen Chamberlain,
Director of BURO. “Lance is also extremely ordered;
planning is one of their company’s strengths.”

SC Land’s two-level offices are nestled behind a
heritage-listed Victorian fagade. Rather than draw
attention to the new structure, a black stained
timber facade is recessed from the thoroughfare. At
the top of the stairs, the office unfolds, with stained
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timber used to clad the fagade from within the office.
“We treated itasaboxwithinabox, ensuring sufficient
light filtered into the core,” says Chamberlain.

Like the spaces, which are pared back, the palette
of materials used by BURO is sparing. American Oak
was used for the floors, staircases and joinery. “Every-
thing else is more or less black and white,” says Cham-
berlain, who was keen to focus on the form and play of
light, rather than distract with fussy finishes. “It was
important to look at the spaces and how they unfold,
rather than adding superfluous detail.”

At the first level of the SC Land office is a reception
and a boardroom. With four-and-a-half metre high
ceilings, the boardroom features an unusual American
Oak light fitting. Extending across almost the entire
boardroom table, it could be considered ‘the cone of
silence’ (think 1960s television series Get Smart). It
was designed to create a more intimate focus, but orig-
inally unnerved both directors. “It was only when the
table arrived that the concept was fully understood,”
says Chamberlain.

The kitchen, located between the boardroom and
open plan offices, is a departure from many break-out
areas. Featuring black marble bench tops and black
2-pack painted joinery, the kitchen centres around a
limed Oak bench-style table. “It’s not quite the office or
kitchen you’d find in one of our apartments. It’s more a
hybrid of the two,” says Chu, but like many contempo-
rary commercial spaces, the boundaries are blurred.

Open plan offices are located at the southern end
of the building and divided by bespoke metal screens,
and for increased privacy, there are three enclosed
glass offices. Although these offices, including a
second enclosed meeting area, are internalised,
BURO created additional light by inserting skylights
around the ‘black box’. “We wanted to get as much
light into the building as possible, without creating
blinding shafts of light,” says Chamberlain.

An American Oak timber staircase leads to the two
directors’ offices, both with a balcony. Oriented to the
west and with limited space for a verdant garden, SC
Land commissioned landscape architect Jim Sinatra
of Sinatra Murphy to conceive a low-maintenance yet
green aspect. Lime green planters extend across the
terrace, planted with manicured box hedges loosely
shaped in the form of a dragon.

As impressive are the finishes in both directors’
offices. Complete with chunky American Oak shelves
and deep comfortable lounges, these offices could
easily be found in a home. “We regularly work late, so it
was important that we didn’t feel too far from home,”
says Chu. And to create a more domestic feel in the
office, SC Land have a number of artworks on display,
including Judy Holding’s yellow steel tree sculpture,
Yirridja Owns Yellow, at reception, and paintings by
Tony Clark and Matthew Johnson. “Art and architec-
ture are intrinsically linked,” says Chu. “Ultimately,
both enrich your life.”

“Lance is a perfectionist,” says Chamberlain, and
thisisa quality clearly reflected in both the projects SC
Land develop and their new office. “Lance has an eye
for detail. He’ll pursue something relentlessly until it’s
fully resolved.”

Stephen Craftiis Indesign’s Melbourne
correspondent.
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